
Come Again
There’s no clear winner in the battle over condoms in California’s porn industry — although performers are still 
getting screwed.

By Jeremy Lybarger

What happens when you com-
bine two turkey basters, a gallon of se-
men, and a room of naked men? You get 
a scene from The 1,000 Load Fuck, a film 
from San Francisco-based gay porn stu-
dio Treasure Island Media. 

You also grab the attention 
of the state Occupational 
Safety and Health 
Administration. 

In 2013, voters in Los 
Angeles outlawed 
production of bare-
back porn. Since 
then, self-appoint-
ed pornography 
watchdogs such 
as Michael Wein-
stein — President 
of the AIDS 
Healthcare Founda-
tion in L.A. and the 
adult entertainment 
industry’s professional 
nemesis — have campaigned to 
mandate condoms in all Califor-
nia-made smut. (Weinstein is 
a condom extremist; his oppo-
sition to pre-exposure prophy-
laxis, or PrEP, and allegations 
that AHF paid kickbacks in exchange 
for referrals to federal healthcare pro-
grams, have made him a pariah among 
AIDS activists.)

In 2009, AHF fi led a complaint 
with Cal/OSHA arguing that Treasure 
Island Media violated occupational 

safety and health standards by expos-
ing performers in the 1,000 Load Fuck
to potential infections. Further, AHF 
said the studio misclassifi ed perform-
ers as independent contractors rather 
than employees — a common practice 
in porn. 

After a six-year investigation, an 
appeals board ruled last month 

that Treasure Island Me-
dia’s failure to use con-

doms wasn’t “serious,” 
and that 

the performers were indeed employ-
ees. A $685 fi ne was assessed.

Cal/OSHA couldn’t deem the vio-
lations serious because there wasn’t 
enough evidence that the performers 
exposed to body fl uids were more like-
ly than not to contract an STD. (Trea-
sure Island Media uses mostly per-
formers who are already HIV-positive.) 
And while the employee classifi cation 
in this case may haunt future skir-
mishes between OSHA and porn pro-
ducers, for now it applies 
only to this ruling.

Both AHF and Treasure Island 
Media claim victory.

“Standards have changed,” Wein-
stein says. “Exposing a person to a 
thousand loads of cum is not a tri-
fl e. In what bizarre world does Trea-
sure Island think this is normal?”

Buoyed by this, AHF is pushing 
the statewide condom measure for 
the 2016 ballot. And Weinstein 
vows to continue fi ling complaints 
against condomless porn. According 

to the Los Angeles Times, AHF has 
a $750 million budget, so 

money is no object.
Meanwhile, Karen 

Tynan, Treasure Island 
Media’s attorney, says the 

ruling sets a precedent in 
favor of porn companies.

“Treasure Island is edgy 
and out there, but content is 

not the linchpin of this case,” 
she says. � e three-person [OSHA] 

panel took a more academic ap-
proach. It shouldn’t be about 

content but about the appli-
cation of the law.”

As to whether this ruling 
will chill porn production 

in California, Tynan demurs. 
“A lot of ideas about porn 

production are from Boogie 
Nights. Your editor can be in 
Bumfuck, Kentucky, now — it 
doesn’t matter. With technolo-
gy and the cloud and cameras, 
you can fi lm anywhere in the 

world.”

SUCKA FREE CITYNEWS
Block Buster
A public records request 
reveals who politicians 
block on Twitter.

By Joe Fitzgerald 
Rodriguez

Usually, public officials 
are chastised for looking at porn 
at work, not for blocking it. 

But thanks to Angela 
Greben’s crusade to get 
California public offi  cials to 
“unblock” Twitter accounts, 
San Francisco City Attorney 
Dennis Herrera and District 
Attorney George Gascón fi nd 
themselves under unusual 
scrutiny.

A self-described “1st 
Amendment fan” with 462 
Twitter followers at press time, 
Greben fi les public records 
requests to expose “unlawful 
Twitter blocking by public of-
fi cials,” including Herrera and 
Gascón.

Most of the accounts 
Gascón has blocked sound like 
@KJHobss1985, who tweeted, 
“To all illegal alien felons, 
please proceed directly to San 
Francisco! Ask for George 
Gascon!”

Gascón also “mistakenly” 
blocked Examiner reporter 
@jonahowenlamb and Chronicle 
columnist @debrajsaunders.

Herrera’s offi  ce, meanwhile, 
blocked mostly porn accounts, 
including @imabottom, 
@sexyeyes34dd, @REALTHICK-
ANSEXY, @nakednewz, and 
@ClassyLingerie. 

“� is is not how democracy 
is supposed to work,” Greben 
wrote on her blog. And while 
blocking risqué Twitter ac-
counts isn’t democracy under 
attack, the block lists produced 
an interesting outcome.

After Greben’s request, the 
City Attorney’s offi  ce sid that it 
recognizes work-related social 
media accounts and private 
messages from those accounts 
as subject to government pub-
lic records requests. 

� at’s new. 
Journalists and citizens 

play a game of cat-and-mouse 
in uncovering politicians’ 
secrets. When work emails 
fell under public record 
laws, offi  cials moved their 
communications to private 
emails and text messages. As 
those become accessible, social 
media may be the new frontier 
of communication in the 
shadows. 

Greben might’ve scored one 
for democracy after all.

A Real 
Emergency
The bathrooms in S.F. fire 
stations are supposed to be 
public. That’s news to the 
public (and a bathroom-
challenged homeless 
population).

By Chris Roberts

For function-obsessed scribes 
at the Chronicle, 2015 has been the sum-
mer of shit. 

Since August 1, the newspaper has 
published at least eight articles decrying 
the human effl  uvia on our city’s streets. 
As San Francisco prepares to pretty 

itself to host Super Bowl fans, there are 
more public poopers and pissers than 
ever, declared the outraged paper.

Much blame has been assigned to 
the city’s estimated 6,800 homeless — 
most of whom, as many a leg-crossing 
tourist on a fruitless quest for a Star-
bucks has discovered, have nowhere 
else to go. Public bathrooms are in 
such short supply that the city now 
wheels out temporary portable bath-
rooms to hotspots like Sixth Street. 
But it turns out there are as many as 
45 under-utilized public bathrooms in 
San Francisco — at each of the city’s 
fi re stations.

Ground-fl oor restrooms at fi re 
stations are public restrooms, available 
between 9 a.m. and 6 p.m. (unless 
there’s a fi re, in which case the bath-
room is closed, no matter how dire the 
other emergency).

One would think this could help 
stem the tide of urine that’s drowning 
us (and caused one corroded light pole 
to collapse).

� e problem is that nobody seems 
aware the bathrooms are available.

“Nobody on our staff  had heard 
about it,” says Jennifer Friedenbach, 
the Coalition on Homelessness’s Exec-
utive Director. “� e city should put the 
word out that they’re available.”

� is could be because even the 
fi refi ghters themselves don’t know 
their station bathrooms are public 
pissoirs. SF Weekly was alerted to the 
situation only by the vigilance of Mi-
chael Petrelis, a controversial Castro 
District blogger and activist (who was 
once served a restraining order for 
photographing a politician in a City 
Hall public restroom). And Petrelis was 
only made aware of the policy after 

he received a July 30 SFFD memo via 
the Fire Commission, where he’d been 
raising a stink about increasing public 
access to meetings. 

When Petrelis put the policy to 
the test at his local fi re station, the 
fi refi ghters there were unaware of the 
public access rule, but happily escort-
ed him to the toilet, he reported on 
his blog.

� is covertness could be by design. 
SFFD policy also allows fi refi ghters to 
deny access to anyone who appears 
inebriated. � at would rule out imbib-
ing revelers. It could also rule out a fair 
number of the city’s homeless, many 
of whom suff er from addiction — in 
other words, the people most in need 
would fi nd the fi re station bathrooms 
off  limits. 

Which means it’s back to the streets 
— and watching where you step.
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