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No One Can Hear You Screech
A noisemaker designed to combat loitering  in the Tenderloin falls on deaf ears.

By Chris Roberts

In the Tenderloin, life is loud,
especially when lived at street level. Ve-
hicle and foot traffic is constant, even at 
odd hours, as is commotion from people 
caught in the city’s never-ending dance 
with homelessness and addiction.

To combat the constant presence 
of “campers and loiterers” outside its 
preschool on Golden Gate Avenue, 
nonprofi t services provider Wu Yee 
Children’s Services tried a novel in-
tervention: noise. � anks 
to a $3,000 grant from 
District Attorney George 
Gascón, Wu Yee installed 
an “anti-loitering system” 
— known as a “Mosquito” — 
outside the school.

Designed in the UK to com-
bat “anti-social behavior” in 
teenagers lingering outside 
agitated merchants’ shops, 
the Mosquito emits a high-
pitched buzzing or ringing 
sound audible to anyone 
within a 30-foot radius. 
(� e sound has been com-
pared to bats’ screeching 
and the constant ring 
heard by tinnitus suff er-
ers). Kinder and gentler 
than the car-alarm-on-ste-
roids “long-range acoustic 
device” (or LRAD) employed 
by various police depart-

ments (which can permanently damage 
hearing), the Mosquito is designed to 
annoy, much like its real-life namesake. 

Before installing the small $1,200 
box outside the preschool last year, 
Mike Neumann, Wu Yee’s chief oper-
ating offi  cer, tested the device in his 
offi  ce. (Colleagues found it “very annoy-
ing,” Neumann told SF Weekly.) But a 
funny thing happened after Neumann 
set the device to ring starting in the 
evening, when sev-

eral regular campers would pitch a tent 
outside Wu Yee for the night: Nothing.

� e campers, Neumann said, stayed 
the whole night as if they couldn’t 
hear the ring — or if they could, a 
high-frequency squeal didn’t rate as 
discomfi ting as the Tenderloin’s usual 
soundtrack.

Despite its failure in San Francisco, 
the device appar-

ently works well enough to have been 
sold to 3,500 local governments in the 
UK as of 2010, the BBC reported that 
year. (In North America, where few 
cities have resorted to the Mosquito, 
the devices are sold by a Vancouver, 
Canada-based company whose presi-
dent is also a local real estate agent in 
that city).

And unlike in the UK, where youth 
and autism advocates have agitated 
against the Mosquito as violating 
human rights, the machine’s pres-

ence in San Francisco (Wu Yee 
hasn’t taken it 

down) has gone 
almost entirely 
unnoticed.

Jennifer 
Friedenbach, 
the executive 
director of 
the city’s 

Coalition on 
Homelessness, 

wasn’t aware the 
device existed in 

the neighborhood 
— but had strong 

feelings just the same.
“It’s disgusting,” she said. “People 

need somewhere to sleep. We’re in 
a big huge housing crisis and peo-
ple have nowhere to go. ... It’s not 
acceptable to treat people in such 
an undignifi ed way. It’s like they’re 
treated as pests.”

SUCKA FREE CITYNEWS Double 
Fantasy
California joins New York 
in a crackdown against 
daily fantasy sports.

“I’ve been playing 
fantasy sports for over a 
decade. I’m in first place in my 
fantasy football league. I would 
never outlaw fantasy sports,” 
Assemblyman Marc Levine 
(D-Marin County) says during 
a recent phone interview. But 
last week, Levine became daily 
fantasy sports’ archenemy 
in California.

On Nov. 2, he asked state 
Attorney General Kamala 
Harris to issue an immedi-
ate cease-and-desist order 
against DraftKings, FanDu-
el, and other daily fantasy 
sports websites — this just 
days after New York’s attor-
ney general ordered those 
same companies to shut 
down operations in the 
Empire State. 

In daily fantasy sports, 
online players compete to 
build teams of athletes and 
earn fantasy points based on 
real-life performances as in 
“traditional” fantasy sports, 
only with more immediate 
payouts. DraftKings and Fan-
Duel began as venture capi-
tal-backed startups and now 
boast more than 3.5 million 
players and a billion-dollar 
industry.

Although neither company 
commented to SF Weekly 
about California’s potential 
crackdown, the OC Register 
reports that DraftKings 
CEO Jason Robins was in 
the state last week, hoping 
to reposition his embattled 
company as a “new, 
disruptive technology.”   

Levine dismisses the tech 
affi  liation. Citing state law, 
which prohibits gambling 
enterprises without explicit 
permits, he wants to regulate 
daily fantasy sports.

“It’s a farce to call these 
games of skill,” he says. Law-
makers in six other states 
agree — including Nevada, 
which requires daily fantasy 
sports sites to apply for a 
gambling license.

But like real football, the 
fantasy debate is becoming a 
partisan spat. Chris Christie, 
New Jersey governor and 
Republican presidential long-
shot, dubs the issue “another 
crazy economic regulation 
from a liberal Democrat.”

Let the games begin. JL

Dungeness 
Downer
The season is delayed, and 
fishermen are getting... never 
mind. 

By Julia Carrie Wong

Crab pots were stacked high on 
Pier 45 this week, with bait boxes, 
buoys, and lines neatly stowed in the 
metal traps lining the wharf. The pictur-
esque tableau masked a grim reality. It’s 
two days after the traditional start of 
Dungeness crab season. These pots are 
supposed to be in the water. 

All along the quay, the only action 
was Larry Collins helping to unload a 
boatful of Bigeye tuna. 

“I’ve been crabbing since ’87, and 
I’ve never seen this before,” said Col-
lins, the president of the San Francis-

co Crab Boat Owners Association. “Ev-
erybody’s out of work and this time of 
year, it’s all of your income.”

� e uncertain fate of the Dunge-
ness crab season — indefi nitely post-
poned earlier this month due to high 
levels of potentially deadly domoic 
acid in crabs, caused by the unusu-
ally warm ocean and resulting algal 
blooms — might be wreaking havoc on 
� anksgiving menus, but the hardship 
goes much deeper for those whose live-
lihoods depend on those traps.

“� ere’s no way to downplay how 
big a deal this is for the fl eet,” says 
Tim Sloane, executive director of the 
Pacifi c Coast Federation of Fisher-
men’s Associations. “Fishermen and 
their families are freaked out. It’s a 
scary time to be investing your future 
in the ocean.” 

Sloane describes the life of a 
California fi sherman as a “three-
legged milk stool” consisting of crab, 
salmon, and groundfi sh. After a 

drought-stricken salmon season — 
which Sloane says yielded just one 
third of the average harvest — a delay 
to crabbing is diffi  cult. Cancellation 
could be disastrous. 

“Between regulation and the en-
vironment, it’s really hard to keep 
sitting on that stool,” he adds. 

Ben Platt, a 53-year-old sec-
ond-generation commercial fi sher-
man, started working on his dad’s 
boat at age 9 and bought his own ves-
sel in 1998. He usually splits the year 
between crab fi shing in the winter and 
spring and salmon fi shing in the sum-
mer. If the crab season is cancelled, he 
can’t just switch to fi shing other spe-
cies — such as groundfi sh — due to 
the high cost of commercial permits, 
which can sell for hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars.

Platt is stoic about the coming 
winter. “I’m a son of a fi sherman, 
so I know that you have to put away 
money for the bad years,” he says. 

But he’s worried about the younger 
members of the fl eet who, encouraged 
by the past few years of abundant crab 
seasons, invested in boats but might 
not have the resources to survive a 
cancelled season. 

“Right now, they’re scared,” he says.
Sloane says that some fi shermen 

are starting to leave town to look for 
work elsewhere, while others are con-
sidering fi ling for unemployment. 

Collins recalls the El Niño of 
1997-98, when Gov. Pete Wilson ret-
roactively issued a “fi shery disaster 
declaration” that allowed fi shermen 
to receive disaster unemployment in-
surance. (� e California Employment 
Development Department did not 
respond to a query about possible aid 
for fi shermen by press time.)

But no one wants to presume that 
the entire season will be nixed — yet. 

“� e only specter of something 
good,” Sloane says, “is that all the crab 
are still out there.”

Fred
 N

o
lan

d


