
Host City
Airbnb paid good money for SF’s Democratic Party to be Airbnb-friendly.

By Chris Roberts

With over 5,200 listings in San 
Francisco, Airbnb is a major player in the 
city’s tourism market. And now that 
voters could regulate its business model 
out of existence, Airbnb is also a player in 
city politics.

In July, Airbnb wrote a $10,000 
check to the Democratic County Central 
Committee (DCCC), the collection of 
elected offi  cials, city employees, and ac-
tivists who decide what the local Demo-
cratic Party is “offi  cially” about. 

A few weeks later, the DCCC voted 
against endorsing Proposition F, a bal-
lot measure that would outlaw listing a 
San Francisco housing unit on Airbnb 
or similar “home-sharing” websites 
more than 75 nights per year.

� at means the No on F campaign, 
which Airbnb has bankrolled to the 
tune of $300,000, can now say that 
the SF Democratic Party is “offi  cially” 
against the proposal. � is message 
will now likely end up on the deluge of 
placards, pamphlets, and other political 
mail registered voters receive every 
election cycle.

Airbnb has been steadily making 
inroads into city politics in recent years, 
hiring a City Hall veteran as its main 
lobbyist and hiring the city’s hottest 
political consultancy fi rm. 

But Airbnb’s roots in the DCCC are 
especially deep. DCCC member Tom 
Hsieh, Jr., a political consultant, is 
working on the No on F campaign, ac-
cording to 48hills, which also reported 
that DCCC member Alix Rosenthal – 
herself an Airbnb host – interviewed for 
a job at the company. 

Both voted in favor of Airbnb on the 

Prop. F question. 
While the vote broke no DCCC 

rules, it’s led to grumbling that some 
members should have skipped the 
Airbnb vote. 

“It does raise questions about the 
independence of the [DCCC], or if the 
committee might be infl uenced by 
contributions,” said political consultant 
Jim Ross (who thus far has no home in 
the Airbnb race). Had the DCCC mem-

bers been city commissioners, city rules 
would have forbid Hsieh and Rosenthal 
from voting, Ross noted. 

But, as Airbnb pointed out, this 
is all standard stuff . � e DCCC takes 
money from anyone and everyone 
involved in local politics, money that’s 
then spent on voter outreach and cam-
paign mailers (but mostly mailers). 

“$10,000 is a small portion of the 
committee’s budget and I highly doubt 

it infl uenced anyone’s vote,” said Su-
pervisor Scott Wiener, who also voted 
against endorsing Prop. F. 

In fact, it may have been weirder if 
Airbnb didn’t cut the DCCC a fat check 
prior to its vote.

“People are disgusted by the mon-
ey,” said one S.F. politico, speaking 
anonymously, “but they also just ex-
pect that this is the way shit gets decid-
ed these days.”

SUCKA FREE CITYNEWS Sign of the 
Crime
In the Tenderloin, a famous 
artist’s drug sign goes 
missing.

The sign advertising the SF 
Drug Users’ Union office on Turk Street 
didn’t look like much: white letters sten-
ciled onto green wood. That may be why 
the sign, painted by acclaimed artist 
Barry McGee, survived outside for three 
years before going missing sometime in 
late July.

McGee, a South City native and 
San Francisco Art Institute alum, 
used the city’s streets as a canvas for 
years, spray painting tags and outlaw 
murals similar to the work he later 
displayed at the Venice Biennale. His 
fame is at a high; he and his family 
were the subject of a recent New York-
er profi le; magazine covers and free 
newspapers bearing his work sell at 
steep premiums on eBay. It was only 
a matter of time before someone — a 
fan; a “collector”; a kid who thought 
a sign saying “SF DRUG USERS” was 
cool — fi gured out that an in-demand 
artist had work in the public space 
ripe for the taking.

� e sign hasn’t appeared for sale 
online or anywhere else that Holly 
Cambodia, the union’s executive di-
rector, has looked. (Assuming the au-
thorities would be no help, the union 
didn’t report the theft to police.) She 
says staff  have no idea who took the 
sign, which McGee painted as part 
of a 2012 fundraiser to support the 
union’s mission of off ering peer coun-
seling and a needle exchange.

Two other McGees at the offi  ce 
— one painted on the wall on the 
way to the bathroom — will be re-
moved and stored for safekeeping, 
Cambodia said. As for a new sign, 
local artist Pete Doolittle is currently 
working on a replacement. If it goes 
missing, maybe Venice is next for 
Doolittle, too. CR

A Bitter Pill
A last-minute push in 
Sacramento gives life to 
doctor-assisted suicide in 
California. 

By Jeremy Lybarger

“Death isn’t fun to talk about,” 
says Margaret Hall, an advocate for 
disability rights. Yet, death is inspiring 
a lively debate in California, where 
doctor-assisted suicide may finally 
become legal.

Last week, lawmakers in Sacra-
mento revived a bill to legalize “aid-in-
dying” — the preferred term — that 

would allow doctors to prescribe lethal 
drugs to terminally ill patients. � is is a 
second chance at life for the bill, which 
died in committee in July before being 
resuscitated during a special session of 
the Legislature.

If passed, the bill could lead to 
“suicide pills” being handed out to the 
poor as viable and medically-accepted 
“treatment,” warns opposition group 
Californians Against Assisted Suicide.

“� is isn’t about choice, but social 
and racial justice,” says Hall, who 
notes that slogans such as “death 
with dignity” appeal to an upper mid-
dle-class perspective that prioritizes 
individual choice.

� at “choice” is illusory for many 
poor, minority, or rural patients, she 

adds. Given the option of lengthy, 
expensive, and ultimately futile treat-
ment or an aff ordable dose of quick-re-
lease pills, many patients will opt for 
the latter, she believes.

But what Hall fears most is that 
doctors and insurance companies will 
encourage that decision.

Supporters of the bill champion 
Oregon as a model for assisted suicide. 
Since 1997, when aid-in-dying was le-
galized in Oregon, more than 1,300 pa-
tients have sought life-ending prescrip-
tions. Of those, 859 people have died, 
according to the state’s latest fi gures. 

But California isn’t Oregon, Hall 
points out. � e population of the 
Golden State is nearly 10 times that 
of Oregon. And California is more 

racially and culturally diverse, with a 
greater population of undocumented 
immigrants. One would expect higher 
rates of assisted suicide in California 
if the bill passes, but statistics among 
the poor in Oregon suggest a diff erent 
story.

“� ere’s no evidence from nearly 
two decades in Oregon that aid-in-dy-
ing is used more often by poor folks,” 
says Toni Broaddus, a spokeswoman 
for Care & Compassion, which sup-
ports the bill.

In fact, doctors err on the side of 
life. Anecdotal evidence indicates doc-
tors in California are aggressive about 
treating terminal illness and are reluc-
tant to admit failure when options are 
exhausted, Broaddus adds. 

“� ey want to prolong life rather 
than ensure quality of life,” Broaddus 
says. “� ey opt for experimental 
treatments that often aren’t covered 
by insurance.”

Broaddus thinks aid-in-dying could 
reduce ineff ective, cost-prohibitive 
treatments. “People don’t make end 
of life choices based on costs,” she 
says. “We believe even among patients 
who are poor, there’s no evidence 
they’d choose [aid-in-dying] because 
of money.”

Hall disagrees. “People without 
money think about money,” she says. 
“Insurance companies think about 
money. Republicans think about mon-
ey. � at’s not possible to understand 
unless you’ve been poor.”

Fred Noland
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